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INSTITIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE (IBC) 
APPLICATION FORM FOR APPROVAL TO THE USE OF BIOHAZARDOUS MATERIALS IN A RESEARCH PROJECT
	Note: this form is applicable only if a funding agency insists on documented approval of a specific project; otherwise laboratory certification is the preferred route – for further information, please visit: https://www.wits.ac.za/research/researcher-support/research-ethics/ethics-committees/  



	The SOP contains Appendix 1 & 2 WHICH SHOULD BE READ BEFORE COMPLETING THIS FORM, be downloaded from https://www.wits.ac.za/research/researcher-support/research-ethics/ethics-committees/  


BSL 1, 2 and 3 Checklists are to be completed together with this application form



1. APPLICANT:
	Title 
	 

	Name and Surname 
	 

	Qualifications
	 

	School
	 

	Department 
	 

	E-mail 
	 

	Tel No.
	 



2. 	PROJECT SUPERVISOR/LEADER (if not the Applicant):
	Title 
	 

	Name and Surname 
	 

	Qualification
	 

	School
	 

	Department 
	 

	Email 
	 

	Tel no
	 



3. STUDENT PARTICIPATION:
Are students involved in your project?                        Yes   ☐	   No ☐
If yes, please list names, student numbers and current degree: 
	Student Name and Surname
	Student number 
	Current Degree

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


	
4. THE PROJECT:
	Project Title 
	 

	
	

	Start Date 
	 
	Expected End Date
	 



a) Description of Project:
Summary of project in layman term, including hypothesis to be tested and anticipated outcomes. (Not more than 250 words)
_____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
b) Subject Organism (please tick)
1 ☐    Human in vivo/in vitro (delete as applicable)	Species: 
2 ☐    Animal in vivo/in vitro (delete as applicable)        Species:  _______________
3 ☐    Plant in vivo/in vitro (delete as applicable)          Species:  _______________
4 ☐    Bacterium                                 			Species:  _______________
5 ☐    Virus                                          			Species:  _______________
6 ☐   Fungus                                        		Species:  _______________
7 ☐   Parasite 					Species:  _______________
8 ☐   Other 						Species:  _______________

c) Materials/procedures to be used in the course of the investigation (please tick)
1 ☐  Nucleic acid extraction
If yes, describe the source (e.g. blood, bacteria etc) 	_______________
2 ☐ Nucleic acid cloning
If yes, describe	i)   Nucleic acid to be cloned _______________
				ii)  Vector ______________________________
				iii) Transformed organism _________________
3	☐ Mutagenesis
If yes, describe method used____________________________
4	☐ Transfection
If yes, specify ____________________________
5 ☐   Protein expression
If yes, specify ____________________________
6 ☐  Tissue/organ culture 
If yes, specify ____________________________
7 ☐  Transgenic or knockout animals will be generated as part of the project
If yes, specify ____________________________
8  ☐  Any form of nucleic acid manipulation not covered above
[bookmark: _Hlk183678890]If yes, specify ____________________________
9 	 ☐ Radioisotopes or ionising radiation
If yes, specify ____________________________

5. THE LOCATION:
Where will the project be carried out? Please identify the building and room number or location.
________________________________________________________________________

6. RISK ASSESSMENT AND APPROPRIATE CONTAINMENT LEVELS:

a) Briefly describe the
i	biohazardous material  __________________________________________
ii	potentially harmful properties______________________________________
iii	mode of transmission____________________________________________
iv	Risk to human health____________________________________________
v	Potential harm to the environment__________________________________

b) General safety considerations. Where appropriate discuss natural history of the infection, dose of the organism required to effect an infection, techniques employed in the laboratory that may contribute to spread of the biohazardous material, likelihood of accidental release and availability of prophylaxis.
_____________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk179897895] c)   Classify the hazard group of the biohazardous material (please refer to the SOP for handling of biological hazardous material- appendix 1 &2 : https://www.wits.ac.za/research/researcher-support/research-ethics/ethics-committees/ )
☐
☐
☐

d)	Classify the containment level required in this project
☐
☐
☐

7. PROCEDURES:

a) Give a step-by-step description of the procedures involved with the normal handling of the biohazardous material. Include information on storage and disposal and where appropriate cite the university standard operating procedures for the handling of biohazardous material without reproducing the information in these documents – please see: https://www.wits.ac.za/research/researcher-support/research-ethics/ethics-committees/, Other Application Forms, Standard Operating Procedures …
______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
b) 	Explain the procedures to be followed in the event of accidental exposure to the biohazardous material. Again, where appropriate refer to the university standard operating procedures please see: https://www.wits.ac.za/research/researcher-support/research-ethics/ethics-committees/, Other Application Forms, Standard Operating Procedures …
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
c)	Explain the record keeping procedures. (NB Records of the handling of biohazardous material are now an essential legal requirement, they are the property of the university and may be requested at a site inspection.) 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
8. TRAINING AND COMMUNICATION

a) Is there existing 'in house experience' to oversee the safe implementation of the proposed methodology?  If postgraduate students will be employed, will they have completed recognized training courses where appropriate, or have constant trained supervision? 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

b)   What training records are kept, where are they stored and to whom are they accessible?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
c)	What measures in place to ensure that all workers are fully informed of the potentially biohazardous nature of the material used in the investigation?
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
d)	Are persons in the vicinity, who are not involved in the project, potentially in danger from exposure to the hazardous biological agent? If so, explain the measures in place to prevent risk to these individuals.
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

9. STATUTORY AND OTHER EXTERNAL APPROVALS
Please tick and attach proof:
1 ☐ Department of Agriculture (Division of Genetic Control, DALRRD)
2 ☐ Other Government Department - specify:         _______________________
3 ☐ National regulatory authority (eg.SAHPRA)
4 ☐ National Institutes of Health (USA)
5 ☐ Other - specify: (TOPs, CITES, Section20)     _______________________

10. UNIVERSITY APPROVALS
Please tick and attach proof:
1 ☐ Human Ethics Research Committee (Medical)
2 ☐ Human Ethics Research Committee (Non-Medical)
3 ☐ Animal Ethics Committee
4 ☐ Other - specify:      _______________________

Note: Approval of this application by the Biosafety Committee in no way obviates the need to obtain any of the University approvals above

11.	FUNDING AGENCIES/ORGANISATIONS
1 ☐ University
2 ☐ Medical Research Council (SAMRC)
3 ☐ National Research Foundation
4 ☐ Cancer Association of South Africa (CANSA)
5 ☐ Welcome Trust
6 ☐ National Institutes of Health (USA)
7 ☐ Other external agency - specify:   _______________________

12. DECLARATION
All of the information furnished above is true and accurate, to the best of my knowledge and belief. I have read the appropriate laboratory safety manual.
	Name and Surname 
	 

	Signature 
	 

	Date 
	 

	Student /Staff number 
	 

	
	

	Supervisor Signature (where applicant is a student)
	 

	Date 
	 

	Staff number 
	 



This form may be downloaded in MS Word format from:
https://www.wits.ac.za/research/researcher-support/research-ethics/ethics-committees/ 

Please return this form and address all enquiries to: mmatshepo.taunyane@wits.ac.za 
IBC Application Form 2024
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