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UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERSRAND, JOHANNESBURG
Division of the Deputy Registrar (Research and Innovation)

HUMAN RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE (MEDICAL)
Biobanks Ethics Committee (BEC) – Notification Form 1B 2026

NOTIFICATION FORM 1B: Notification of the use of an International Biobank for storage of human biospecimens for future research

	
Please note: If this study collects human biospecimens as a component of the primary study, it should not be considered to be Biobanking. Such a facility should rather be considered as a Biorepository. 

If any human biospecimen samples are stored for future secondary/unrelated and/or commercial use, then it is considered to be Biobanking. Biobank Ethics applications are dealt with by the Biobanks Ethics Committee (BEC), a Subcommittee of the HREC (Medical).

This notification is necessary when researchers are planning to use an International Biobank for the storage of samples for future use and for purposes outside a current study protocol.

This notification needs to be attached to the BEC2 application in the request for using an international biobank for storage, retrieval and/or transfer.




1. PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR 

     
	TITLE (Prof/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Other):
	

	FIRST NAME
	

	SURNAME
	

	TELEPHONE/CELL NO
	

	E-MAIL
	

	WITS STAFF/STUDENT NUMBER
	

	PROFESSIONAL STATUS, OR STUDENT YEAR OF STUDY AND DEGREE
	

	DEPARTMENT/DIVISION/RESEARCH ENTITY:
	

	SITES(S) WHERE THE RESEARCH WILL BE CARRIED OUT (Please furnish hospital/institution and department)
	




2. BIOBANK INFORMATION

	Name of biobank
	

	Address of the biobank
	

	City
	

	Country
	




3. EVIDENCE OF GOOD STANDING OF THE BIOBANK
1. Is the biobank in good standing?	

2. Please provide the sample capacity of the biobank:

3. Please specify the type of Human Biological Samples (HBM) to be stored: 

4. Please provide information on the following aspects of the biobank as part of their standard procedures:	

4.1. Sample management and procedures

4.2. Equipment and maintenance management

4.3. Quality management system. There is evidence of the frequency of revisions, version control and quality management.

4.4. Risk Assessment and ISO Compliance
There is ongoing evidence of risk assessments being conducted, with mitigation measures, acknowledgments, implementation, and internal audits consistently documented and maintained. Please provide evidence thereof.

4.5. Emergency management procedures

5.	Please provide any other information that has not been captured in the above questions

4. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION
Please attach the following to your application:
	
	Document
	ATTACHED: Yes/No
	Comment

	Proof of accreditation with relevant country/international authority 
	
	

	List of approved SOPs
	
	

	Other

	
	




APPLICANT/PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR'S SIGNATURE:




Signature: ________________________________ Date: 
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