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450m people  - 43 languages  - 171 countries
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To i n c r e a s e and d i f f u s e geograph ic and scient if ic
knowledge , while promoting the conservation of the
world ’s cultural , h istor ical and natural resources

A Rich History of Research 

Conservation & Exploration



>13,000 grants awarded, > 2,500 in africa



N G S  g r a n t  i n  E a s t  a f r i c a

Kenya Tanzania Uganda

Drc Rwanda burundi

Until 2014:

>700 projects 

4% East African Grantees



N G S  e a s t  A f r i c a  f u n d

Double grant-making

Outreach

Capacity building

- Grant writing

- storytelling



2 0 1 7 :  5 2 %  r e g i o n a l  g r a n t e e s





G l o b a l  i n i t i a t i v e s

NGS REGIONAL HUBs

Advance local exploration

Empower change makers

Elevate regional explorers 



O u r  a r e a s  o f  f o c u s

• Wildlife 
• Changing planet
• Human journey



W i l d l i f e

Species’ focused projects:
- Improve understanding of biological diversity
- Discover and identify species and ecosystems 
- Mitigate threats to Earth’s life forms 



W i l d l i f e

Biogeography
Biology
Ecology
Biodiversity
conservation



C h a n g i n g  P l a n e t

Earth’s dynamic ecosystems
- Understand the geological and biological history of Earth and its oceans
- Reduce our negative impacts on ecosystems and Earth processes
- Increase knowledge and inspire action for a more sustainable future



C h a n g i n g  P l a n e t

Physical Geography

Geology

Oceanography

Paleontology

Astronomy

Climatology



T h e  H u m a n  J o u r n e y

Who we are and what our future will be on this planet
- Origins and development of our species
- Adaptation to diverse landscapes/climates across the globe
- Evolution of cultures and societies
- Our cultural, linguistic, and genetic diversity



T h e  H u m a n  J o u r n e y

Human Geography

Anthropology

Archaeology

Paleoanthropology

Human Health



Our Changing 
Planet

The Human 
Journey

Wildlife and 
Wild Places

Research 
Conservation

Education
Storytelling
Technology

Research 
Conservation

Education
Storytelling
Technology

Research
Conservation

Education
Storytelling
Technology



G r a n t  t y p e s

Early career

Exploration

Requests for 
proposals



Early Career Grants

• Broader call for ideas, with >400 grants each year
• Awards of $5,000 to $10,000 to be used in one year
• No age limit, but anyone with a Ph.D. (or equivalent 

degree or experience) is not eligible
• less than 5yrs experience, 1st grant opportunity



E x p l o r a t i o n  g r a n t s

• Experienced project leader
• demonstrate successful completion of 

similar projects with measurable and/or 
tangible results

• Awards of  $10,000 to US $30,000 to be 
used in one year



R e q u e s t s  f o r  p r o p o s a l s

• Targeted, impact-driven themes for a healthier 
and more sustainable planet

• Awards of $30,000 to $150,000 to be used over 
one or two years



R e q u e s t s  f o r  p r o p o s a l s

• Reducing marine plastic pollution
• species recovery
• Big cats conservation
• Making the case for nature
• participatory science
• Documenting human migrations
• Conservation technologies



S T O R Y T E L L I N G  B O O T C A M P

A p p l y i n g  f o r  a  g r a n t

• Online application

www.nationalgeographic.org/grants

http://www.nationalgeographic.org/grants




S T O R Y T E L L I N G  B O O T C A M P

A p p l y i n g  f o r  a  g r a n t

• Online application

www.nationalgeographic.org/grants

• Deadlines: jan/Apr/july/ocT

• Apply 6 months before planned start

http://www.nationalgeographic.org/grants


Q U E S T I O N S ?
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Get in Contact :
ccipolletta@ngs.org

mailto:ccipolletta@ngs.org

