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Welcome
 
Dear Guests 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the Vice-Chancellor’s Music Concert.

Music transcends boundaries and connects people in remarkable ways.
It traverses time and space and conveys listeners to new aural landscapes,  
and experiences.. The diverse performances and unique performers reflect  
Wits’ vibrant community and its global impact.

The musical extravaganza presented this evening is entrenched in artistic talent 
and creative research - a fitting order - as Wits eases into its second century of 
excellence. I have no doubt that the music of our incredibly gifted performers will 
resonate with you this evening.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to our talented musicians, our dedicated organisers, 
and to you, our guests, for being part of this memorable evening. None of this would 
be possible without the magnanimous support of Chris Seabrooke – an alumnus and 
friend of Wits – who gifted this magical musical hall in which lasting memories will be 
made. Thank you.

Let the music play.

Prof. Zeblon Vilakazi
Vice-Chancellor and Principal 
University of the Witwatersrand 
24 October 2023



With Great 
Appreciation
Wits is proud to welcome all guests and patrons to the  
Wits Chris Seabrooke Music Hall. The Wits Music Department  
wishes to express its heartfelt gratitude to everyone who made  
the Vice-Chancellor’s Concert a success. 

We extend our special thanks to the: 

	` The Vice-Chancellor and Principal, Prof. Zeblon Vilakazi  
for his vision and generosity towards the arts and music, 

	` Wits alumnus Mr Chris Seabrooke for funding the  
state-of-the-art Wits Chris Seabrooke Music Hall, 

	` Senior Executive Team for their ongoing support, 
	` Dean of Humanities, Prof. Mucha Musemwa for his  

regular patronage and interest in our work, 
	` Advancement Division (Development and Fundraising,  

Alumni Relations, Marketing, Communications and  
Functions and Events) for turning a vision into reality, 

	` Systems and Operations Division (Campus Protection Services,  
Property and Infrastructure Management and Services) for their  
contributions to the concert and other events in the Wits Chris  
Seabrooke Music Hall, 

	` Head of the Wits School of Arts, Dr René Smith, and to  
Emmanuel Thakanyane for their support from the School, and 

	` Colleagues, alumni and students from the School and the Wits  
Theatre Complex for their involvement, commitment and effort  
in making this evening a success. 

‘Music must uplift you, transport you through stories, challenge you and touch your 
inner being. It keeps a record of time, history and culture, and unites us in a song. 
Through music we give thanks and rejoice. It comforts people in their mourning and 
sorrow, and brings some form of hope and faith, - and in the end we all sense that 
music is some sort of a miracle’. 

Prof. Carlo Mombelli 
Head of Music



Programme
Malcolm Nay & Zanta Hofmeyr

Malcolm Nay

Malcolm Nay is one of South Africa’s leading 
solo and chamber pianists, having performed 
in numerous concerts both locally and abroad. 
He has appeared as a soloist with the major 
orchestras in South Africa and is a founding 
member of several prominent chamber 
ensembles.

Malcolm has performed solo recitals at the 
University of Johannesburg (UJ) Arts Gencor 
Gallery; at the Durban Music Society, at the 

Baxter Theatre in Cape Town and at the Wits Atrium amongst many others. He has 
performed several concertos with South African orchestras as well the premiere 
of Jeanne Zaidel-Rudolph’s Pendulum for piano and orchestra. Additionally, he 
performed several Mozart concertos in Gauteng with the Chamber Orchestra of 
South Africa which he conducted from the keyboard.

Malcolm is a founding member of the Hemanay, Musaion and Wits Piano trios which 
have enjoyed considerable success. The Wits Trio (with Zanta Hofmeyr – Violin and 
Susan Mouton – Cello) is the current chamber ensemble. They have performed an 
annual recital at Wits since their inception, as well as performances at the National 
Arts Festival.

Malcolm graduated from Wits University where he studied with Pauline Nossel and 
Isabella Stengel. Following this, he travelled on scholarships to the United States 
where he studied with Bela Siki. He took prizes in several competitions including  
the Second Prize at the International Piano Competition in Montevideo. On his return 
to South Africa, he joined the practical staff at the University of the Witwatersrand 
where he recently retired as an associate professor.



Zanta Hofmeyr

Zanta Hofmeyr was born in Johannesburg, South 
Africa and graduated from the Juilliard School 
in New York. She studied with Dorothy Delay 
and Hyo Kang, Vincent Fritelli, Eva Jeskova and 
Masao Kawasaki. She performed her New York 
debut recital at Carnegie Recital Hall (Weil Recital 
Hall) in 1985 as winner of the Artists International 
competition. She has performed in the USA, UK, 
Netherlands, Malta, Namibia and South Africa.

Zanta is the eldest of eight children and at the 
age of 14 she gave her first solo performance with orchestra playing Wieniawski 
concerto in d minor. At the age of 16 she also performed the Beethoven piano 
concerto no. 3 with orchestra. She regularly appears as soloist with orchestras 
in South Africa performing violin concerti by Bach, Barber, Beethoven, Britten, 
Bruch, Mendelssohn, Mozart, Wieniawski, Brahms double concerto, Mozart sinfonia 
concertante and the Brahms violin concerto.

She supports South African composers and gave South African premieres of ‘Raptus, 
‘Nelle mani d’Damduscias’ and the ‘Sonata for violin and piano’ by Hendrik Hofmeyr 
as well as works by Jeanne Zaidel-Rudoph, Stefans Grové and Kevin Volans. The 
British composer Richard Pantcheff wrote a sonata for her and organist Wim Viljoen.

In 1999 she performed the 10 Beethoven Sonatas with pianist Malcolm Nay at the 
National Arts Festival. She repeated the Beethoven cycle in 2016 with pianist Ilia 
Radoslavov in South Africa and the USA. She has done numerous such projects 
presenting full cycles of sonatas for violin and piano.

Chamber music is an important part of her performing career and she is a member 
of the Wits Trio who regularly perform at the National Arts Festival in Grahamstown 
and other festivals in SA. She is also a member of the new piano quartet, Take 
Four and this all-women ensemble performs during women’s month every year in 
August. In 2010/11 she was a member of the Goldberg String Trio and -Quartet. 
She has been on the faculty of the KInhaven Music Festival in Vermont, USA, the 
International Chamber Music Festival in Stellenbosch and the Gauteng Chamber 
Music Festival in Pretoria. She is the recipient of numerous awards of which the last 
one was the 2019 Fiësta prize for her collaboration with violinist Miro Chakaryan and 
pianist Olive Sandilands in ‘Violin Dialogue’.

Zanta is committed to supporting young talent. She acted as adjudicator in the 
Rudolfo Lipizer International Violin Competition in Italy in 2016. In South Africa she 
often acts as jury member for different music competitions – recently for the UNISA 
National String Competition. In 2000 the University of Pretoria appointed her as 
associate professor of violin for six years after which she continued with part-time 
and private teaching. She is the patron of the Thabang ka Mmino music project in 
Soweto, SA. Her affiliation with Wits University entails having taught violin students 
as part-time staff member since 1994 and also as chamber musician in collaboration 
with musicians from the Wits School of Music.

Zanta has several recordings to her name as well as a rose named after her by 
Ludwig Tassner.

www.zantahofmeyr.co.za



Johannesburg Philharmonic Orchestra

Kabelo Motlhomi (violin)

Passionate, ethereal, and mesmerizing, Kabelo 
Motlhomi pursued his musical studies at the 
prestigious Royal Northern College of Music in 
Manchester, where he refined his skills under 
the mentorship of acclaimed musicians. His deep 
passion for multiple genres and exceptional 
improvisation abilities infuse his performances 
with a captivating dynamism, enchanting 
audiences around the world. 

Kabelo’s extraordinary talent has led to 
collaborations with music legends such as  

Hugh Masekela, Sibongile Khumalo, Gloria Bosman, Judith Sephuma, and Gregory 
Porter, solidifying his reputation as a versatile and riveting performer. Since his 
return to South Africa in 2009, Kabelo has thrived as a freelance musician,  
regularly performing with renowned orchestras such as the Johannesburg 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Mzansi National Philharmonic Orchestra, and KwaZulu- 
Natal Philharmonic. 

As a concertmaster and soloist, his international tours have brought him to 
prestigious stages across Europe and the United States. Alongside his performance 
career, Kabelo is deeply committed to music education, working with the 
Johannesburg Youth Orchestra and the Morris Isaacson Centre for Music to make 
music more accessible to young learners. His dedication to excellence and passion 
for sharing his craft continue to shape his influence both on stage and within the 
music community.

Carli D’Alebout (violin)

Carli D’Alebout, born in Welkom, is a performing 
violinist and teacher. At the age of eight she 
started studying with Marie-Jean Kotze in 
Welkom. After that she was a student of the 
renowned South African violinist, Zanta Hofmeyr, 
for six years. 

Carli obtained her Bachelors and Masters 
degrees in violin performance from the Barratt 
Due music Institute in Oslo, Norway, where she 
studied with Stephan Barratt Due, Oslo, and 
Ulf Wallin, Berlin. In 2024 she also obtained 

her Doctorate in violin performance degree at the Northwest university under the 
guidance of Professor Liesl van der Merwe and Professor Piet Koornhof. She has 
served as concert master of the South African National Youth Orchestra, Simfonia 
Juventi, the North West Youth Orchestra, the NWU Pukke university Orchestra, 
the Stellenbosch International Chamber Music Festival’s Symphony Orchestra, 
and the Gauteng Philharmonic orchestra. She has performed as soloist in various 



youth concerto festivals with the Kwazulu Natal Philharmonic Orchestra, the Rand 
Symphony Orchestra and the Johannesburg Symphony Orchestra. 

Currently, she regularly plays with the Johannesburg Philharmonic orchestra, the 
Gauteng Philharmonic orchestra and the Mzanzi National Philharmonic orchestra. 
She is also one of four classical musicians chosen to represent South Africa at the 
premier of the G20 summit orchestra hosted in Indonesia in September 2022. Carli 
teaches at Afrikaanse Hoër Seunsskool in Pretoria, and has a growing private studio. 
She is also the first violinist of the Serendipity quartet (2022-2023). 

 

Lynn Daphne Rudolph (viola)

Lynn Daphne Rudolph is a multi award-
winning violist and internationally acclaimed 
interdisciplinary artist from South Africa. 

Daphne’s unique artistic approach examines how 
sound can serve as a transformative element 
within the context of western art practices. 
Daphne is drawn to sound as protest as a 
means to express and transmute the injustices 
of colonialism, apartheid and imperialism. 
One of the many ways they choose to explore 
sound as protest, is through improvisation 

as a form of liberation accompanied by archival material in both audio and visual 
form. “To explore beyond the limitations of conditioned beliefs, is to resist colonial 
philosophies”. Awards include Mail and Guardian Top 200 Young South Africans 
2024,First Prize- South African Strings Foundation Competition 2022 and First 
Prize- Mabel Quick International Competition 2019.

 

Daliwonga Tshangela (cello)

Daliwonga holds a Master of Music degree 
from Chicago College of the Performing 
Arts, Roosevelt University. At the age of 
14, Daliwonga began his musical journey 
with Kolwane Mantu and the African Youth 
Ensemble in Diepkloof, Soweto. At the age of 
15, Daliwonga enrolled as a student of Professor 
G van der Geeste. Daliwonga relocated to 
Chicago in 1994 at the age of 19 to pursue his 
musical education, intending to return in 2001. 
Daliwonga initiated the Khulile Music Project in 
Motherwell while teaching for the Eastern Cape

Philharmonic Orchestra in 2002. Daliwonga relocated to Johannesburg in 2007 
to become a member of the Johannesburg Philharmonic Orchestra. Daliwonga is 
currently the Artistic Director of the Morris Isaacson Centre for Music in Soweto. He 
is a touring member of the Mzansi National Philharmonic Orchestra and resides with 
his wife, two daughters, and three canines. 



 Vusi Mahlasela

Vusi Mahlasela - simply known as ‘The Voice’ in 
our beautiful country, South Africa is celebrated 
for his distinct, powerful voice and his poetic, 
optimistic lyrics. His songs of hope connect 
Apartheid-scarred South Africa with its promise 
for a better future.

Raised in the Mamelodi Township, where he still 
resides, Vusi became a singer-songwriter and 
poet-activist at an early age, teaching himself 
how to play guitar and later joining the Congress 
of South African Writers. After his popular debut 
on BMG Africa, “When You Come Back,” Vusi was 

asked to perform at Nelson Mandela’s inauguration in 1994 and has toured globally 
to share the stage with Dave Matthews Band, Sting, Paul Simon, Josh Groban, Ray 
LaMontagne, Natalie Merchant, Taj Mahal, among many others.

In 2003, fellow South African Dave Matthews signed Vusi to ATO Records and began 
releasing his albums in North America to great acclaim.

Vusi has released ten beloved albums over the last two decades; his two most recent 
releases are “Shebeen Queen” (ATO Records), a celebration of the vibrant musical 
culture of his hometown, first encountered at his grandmother’s shebeen.

And now, Vusi Mahlasela’s latest album ‘Umoya’ released in September 2023 to great 
acclaim. This extraordinary and deeply personal work is Vusi’s first studio album of 
new songs in 13 years. The eagerly critically acclaimed set was recorded at Flame 
Studios at Constitution Hill,and produced by multiple Grammy Award winner JB Arthur. 
Working with a small crew of young musicians - several of whom are graduates of 
Vusi’s own music development foundation - Umoya is a welcome return to Vusi’s folk 
music roots.

UMOYA has just been nominated for 2 South African Music Awards (SAMAsI in the 
categories Best African Adult Contemporary Album & Best Engineered Album. And on 
top of that a Grammy consideration as Best Global Music Album.

Vusi Mahlasela is performing regularly locally and Internationally with his most noted 
performance being with the super Dave Mathews Band in December last year

www.vusimahlasela.com
Instagram: @vusimahlasela



The Wits Chris  
Seabrooke Music Hall 
 
The Wits Chris Seabrooke Music Hall was enabled by its namesake,  
Wits alumnus and a fried of Wits, Chris Seabrooke.

The Wits Chris Seabrooke Music Hall is the only purpose-built live music  
hall with a modern acoustic design in Johannesburg, designed specifically  
for musical performances.

Formerly a patch of ivy-entangled pavement where Joburg’s first gold miners  
resided, the music hall reflects an innovative transformation into a contemporary  
and sophisticated space. Its foyer is a converted heritage building.

While there are several venues in Johannesburg that can accommodate both  
staged and musical performances, this music hall is the only space of any  
size in the City that is exclusively designed to optimise live musical sound with 
modern acoustic design.





www.wits.ac.za


