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Second Annual Student-Supervisor Workshop – NRF Project on Urban 
Resilience and Spatial Justice 
Workshop Report  
Durban University of Technology and Blue Waters Hotel, Durban – 19-23 June 2018 
 
Core project team: 
 
DUT:     Supervisors: Prof. Monique Marks, Dr Kira Erwin, Dr Nomkhosi Gama,  

   PhD Students: Tanya Dayaram, Lindsay Bush, Doung Jahangeer 
Uni Venda: Supervisors: Prof. James Chakwazira, Dr Emaculate Ingwani 

   PhD Students: Frank Moffatt, Wendy Tsoriyo 
Wits:    Supervisors: Dr Gerald Chungu, Prof. Marie Huchzermeyer, Prof. Ariane Janse van Rensburg, Prof. Sarah      

   Charlton 
   PhD Students: Temba Middelmann, David Duma, Simon Mayson  

 
Day 1 
 
The Workshop started off with an invigorating day of learning about methods for qualitative 
analysis. Dr Richard Ballard capably took us through his insightful presentations on qualitative data, 
as well as on Nvivo, a computer programme used for coding research data. Dr Ballard’s expertise, as 
well as the vast experience in the room – with students and supervisors from two cohorts – meant it 
was a very valuable day altogether. Even though the technical side of Nvivo was scary for some, it 
was exciting for others to learn about what the software could do. Also, the discussions and group 
exercises more broadly on how to approach and deal with large quantities of qualitative data was 
good practice for all involved, and left us with some new ways of thinking about our research. This 
was buttressed by a session focused on discourse analysis, providing important tools and 
approaches to breaking down language use and examining the implications thereof. 
 
Day 2 
On day 2 the workshop proceeded with the core group of supervisors and students on our 
programme, spanning Wits University, DUT and University of Venda. There was a shift towards a 
specific focus on the progress of students in our project cohort. This involved presentations and 
discussions on the work of each student. It was exciting to hear about the significant progress made 
by each student, and helpful to receive feedback from a room full of peer and supervisory 
experience and useful perspectives. There was a great energy as we remembered the last workshop 
a year ago, bolstered by having Simon present in person (having joined via skype the previous year) 
– who updated us on his research about community wellbeing in inner-city Johannesburg. We were 
also buoyed by having Wendy join us and us hearing about her project - which aims at comparing 
public spaces in small towns in Limpopo - for the first time. The shared focus on public space 
between Wendy and Temba was an exciting synergy, enriched by their different approaches; 
Wendy, from a more quantitative perspective, and Temba, from a qualitative, anthropological 
perspective. 
 
While each student was at a slightly different stage of their respective PhD journeys, in line with 
differing institutional requirements, it was comforting that everyone had made substantial progress 
since the last cohort workshop a year previously. All students had by the time of this workshop 
presented and defended their proposals, a significant milestone for the cohort as a whole. At this 
stage, students were either setting the groundwork for, or already engaged in their fieldwork. 
Temba Middelmann gave his initial impressions on ethnographic research on inner-city public spaces 
of Johannesburg, and Doung Jahangeer, shared his explorations into creative place-making through 
research on spaza shops in Cornubia, Kwa-Zulu Natal. Also on day 2, Tanya Dayaram presented her 
progress on fieldwork about home-based informal business in eThekwini, and got encouragement on 
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her challenge to be more out-going in setting up interviews. Feedback on the challenges experienced 
by different students was important for the group as the whole, as we collectively put energy into 
overcoming our various obstacles.  David Duma wrapped up the day with an update on his work 
around waste-management and resilience of higher education institutions through the case study of 
Wits University.  
 

 
Figure 1: Presentations prompted lively discussions 
 
Day 3 
 
The remaining student presentations on day 3 were by Lindsay Bush, who presented substantial 
findings from her interviews of people living in high-rise apartments on the Durban beachfront, and 
Frank Moffat, who updated us on his research plan for spatial change in Polokwane. The day was 
quite spacious, which allowed for valuable reflection time, as well as planning on how the student 
cohort can stay engaged over the coming year. The supervisors and students had separate meetings, 
where we thought about the year ahead, put together some ideas for the next group workshop, and 
shared ideas and thoughts around the synergies in our work. It was energising for the students to 
feel that they could play a significant role in shaping the next workshop as we reflected on how their 
formats are evolving in line with the interests and requirements of the group.  
 

 
Figure 2: Students took advantage of the beachfront venue and had their meeting outside 
Day 4 + 5 
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The final two days of the workshop were dedicated to writing. While it was challenging at times for 
students to work without a structured programme, the time we had together to focus on our work 
and put some time into our writing was very useful. It was a pleasure for the students to have some 
time where they were in charge of the programme for the day, and each found their way into the 
writing process in their own ways. Input from Prof. Marks in particular aided the students with 
timely feedback, and a selection of relevant books brought by Dr. Erwin provided timely inspiration. 
It was also a space in which students could reflect on the previous days of the workshop, continue to 
share common concerns and ideas, and cement the relationships amongst those in the cohort.  
 
Overall, the students were left feeling grateful for the opportunity to come together and receive 
wonderful support from the supervisors and each other. The chance to leave our respective 
workspaces and realise that we are in this together was a welcome break from the sometimes 
isolating feeling of working on a long-term project like this. It was comforting, through the course of 
the workshop, to realise we all shared anxieties over the process of such a long-term project, and all 
were already looking forward to the next project workshop, to be hosted at University of Venda in 
June 2019. Preliminary plans for the nature of the workshop were already underway, with the idea 
of having the first day shaped by the students, who wanted to have some kind of activation as a way 
of grappling with the themes being explored by the cohort. The current idea was to collectively 
embark on a walkabout through one or more of Wendy’s public space case-studies, as a way of 
thinking through her research and the common threads that bring the cohort together. 
 

 
Figure 3: A great experience to have all the supervisors and students in the same room together 
 


