




...in the past, Yeoville was one of the most popular places 
to live. It was rich in cultural life, restaurants, jazz bars, book 
stores and more for the residents of the area and city. Situ-
ated on a hill, it was originally marketed as an area for the 
rich to avoid the smoky air of Johannesburg mines. As the 
city grew, the area became a popular place for artists, 
musicians and activists. As such, it had a lively nightlife and 
cultural scene. When apartheid fell, it became one of the 
fi rst semi-integrated communities in the country…

…In this book, we look into the lives of six individuals who currently reside in 
Yeoville. We seek to tell their stories and their experiences of Yeoville over 
the years or months that they have been there, how they came to Yeoville 
and why. These are their stories…







Melody

Like many new arrivals in South Africa, Melody’s fi rst few days were not at all pleas-
ant. Upon arrival, she was cheated out of R70 when a stranger promised to type out 
a CV which would guarantee her a job. However, that was the last time she saw the 
man.
 Born on the 22 December 1987, Melody did not image her life being the constant 
struggle it is today. Travelling by taxi from Gogwe, Zimbabwe, she came to South 
Africa, alone, in September 2009. With the hopes of becoming a domestic worker 
in one of Johannesburg’s elite suburbs, her fi rst destination was Alexandra, where 
she stayed for one night. The following day she moved to Hopkins Mansions, Yeo-
ville, where she currently shares a room with four other people, to meet the required 
R3000 rent per month. Melody sells vegetables (tomatoes and onions) at the corner 
of Raleigh and Bedford, across the road from the Yeoville Market. She told us that 
if she were to fi nd a job with a stable income, she would leave Yeoville and move 
to Orange Farm, Fourways, Berea or a quieter place, because of the rushed life of 
Yeoville today. Melody refused to be photographed under the suspicion that we 
were journalists.





Lister Sbanda 

Born on the 7th of July 1982, in a small town in Zimbabwe, Lister had always dreamt of 
a better life where she wouldn’t have to worry about where her next meal would come 
from. Even though both her parents were working, the economy in Zimbabwe did not 
allow for them to meet all their daily necessities. So in 2008, 26 year old Lister decided to 
migrate to South Africa in pursuit of a better life and a better future for her 5 year old (at 
the time) son. Upon arrival (in the township of Tembisa in Johannesburg) , She soon real-
ised that South Africa was not as pleasant as she thought it would be; she experienced 
the xenophobic attacks fi rst hand where she was chased out of the house where she 
lived with her brother. These circumstances led to them seeking refuge in Yeoville, fi nding 
comfort around people (of different nationalities) who had been through the same or-
deal. A few months she found work as a domestic worker having to travel daily. Unfortu-
nately most of Lister’s income was drained by travel expenses, to and fro her work place, 
this resulted in her quitting the job. She now sells tomatoes and onions on the street across 
the market making R80 a day, saving R40 to pay rent and food for the following month. 
I believe this is not an ideal situation for Lister as she is still living from ukuziphanda (a Zulu 
term meaning: to make ends meet) like the life she left in Zimbabwe. Lister says if she had 
it her way, she would become a teacher, living in a 3 bedroom house and not having to 
worry whether she’ll make enough to pay rent. Lister refused to be photographed under 
the suspicion that we were journalists.







Helvatia Court

Art Deco was a popular international art design movement from 1925 until 
the 1940s, affecting the decorative arts such as architecture, interior design 
and industrial design, as well as the visual arts such as fashion, painting, the 
graphic arts and fi lm. At the time, this style was seen as elegant, glamorous, 
functional and modern.
The movement was a mixture of many different styles and movements 
of the early 20th century, including Neoclassical, Constructivism, Cubism, 
Modernism, Art Nouveau, and Futurism. Its popularity peaked in Europe 
during the Roaring Twenties and continued strongly in the United States 
through the 1930s. Although many design movements have political or 
philosophical roots or intentions, Art Deco was purely decorative. Art Deco 
experienced a decline in popularity during the late '30s and early '40s, but 
experienced resurgence with the popularization of graphic design in the 
1980s. 
Art Deco had a profound infl uence in South Africa in the 1930’s, right after 
the depression. This movement also infl uenced the development of Yeo-
ville. The suburb has over two dozen art deco residential blocks, some quite 
quirky but most true to the style of portholes, symmetrical lines, rounded 
corners and balconies, but with modernist touches. The architects of the 
times took up the challenges of Yeoville's hills and dales with relish – the 
blocks curve imaginatively around corners, adding style to the suburb.
Helvatia Court is one of the examples that followed the Art deco trend. The 
distinctive geometry, use of bright material and the symmetry of the build-
ing makes it a true defi nition of this architectural movement. The construc-
tion of Helvatia Court was started in 1928 but was stopped early 1929 due 
to the depression, but was resumed in 1933. It soon became inhabited by 
Jewish families which had just immigrated into South Africa. This was one of 
the most sought after buildings because of its amazing view of the water 
tower. By 2002 the building was rundown and dilapidated. Now it remains 
empty on the corner of Jolly and Cavandish Street.



Tino Hadebe

Tinos’ arrival to Yeoville has resulted through a default of events. Originally from Bula-
wayo, Zimbabwe, Tino Hadebe came to Johannesburg In search of his mother, who 
had left to fi nd work in Johannesburg. In the attempt to search for his mother, at the 
age of 18, he traveled alone by bus to arrive in the inner city where he had no true 
knowledge of his destinations or the beginnings of his search. He spent a period of 
his time as a street child, having unsettling memories of sleeping under bridges and 
begging for food. Tino’s search led him to Yeoville, sleeping through cold nights 
in Yeoville Park. He soon found refuge in an abandoned house on the corner of 
Bedford and Regent Streets, where he ‘comfortably’ stayed for 6months until the 
threatening arrival of the home owners.  After a harsh three years he fi nally found 
his mother and was able to get ‘piece jobs’ in order to send money to his family in 
Zimbabwe. 
Tino, Born on the 31st December 1985, always had a love and talent for the arts and 
crafts. He joined a recreational school in Yeoville, where he danced for money, and 
he found himself sharing experiences with many celebrities that visited the place. 
Though he was dancing, Tino always had artistic abilities, making paintings from 
seeds and grain. He then decided to use his talent as a means for income: he has 
sold his seed paintings to various people including, artist, Doris Bloom. Tino’s artwork 
has travelled in Europe to Denmark and Russia.
 Tinos’ impression of Yeoville has gone from seeing the murders of people, xenopho-
bic attacks, theft  and terrorist attacks, to fi nding himself living with several people 
from different parts of Africa in rental homes and ‘space to share’. He currently re-
sides at Finchley Court, corner of Fortesque and Becker Streets, a 2 bedroom apart-
ment which he owns. He lives with his assistant, Vusilanga Maseko, girlfriend and 
rents out the other room for profi t with shared the kitchen and bathroom spaces.   
Tino wouldn’t want to leave Yeoville as he has many friends and has created a 
good relationship with the people of Yeoville. Unfortunately this artist does not make 
a lot of income and is a cleaner at the place where he lives.







Nazareth House

The Nazareth House was the fi rst House, a simple 
fi ve-roomed cottage in Yeoville; it has grown with the 
city and has experienced the various transitions that 
Yeoville has experienced. In 1894 the Mother General 
of the Poor Sisters of Nazareth, in Hammersmith 
England, was asked by Reverend Father Schach, the 
Prefect of the Apostolic of the Transvaal to send six 
Sisters to start a Home which would serve the home-
less human casualties of the sprawling Johannesburg.
During the Jameson Raid in 1898, Nazareth House 
was used as a Hospital for the troops. By 1904 a home 
was built to house 300 orphan boys and girls and 300 
old age men and women at a time.
In 1988 all the buildings were totally demolished, 
except for the Church, the Children’s Home and the 
Laundry building. From help of local and overseas 
parishes, enough money was raised to build the com-
plex of today.



Faith

Faith, 29, travelled South Africa by bus from Bulawayo, Zimbabwe in 1996, leaving 
for ‘greener pastors’ and ultimately work and schooling opportunities. First settling 
in Hillbrow, where she stayed for 3 years, she moved to Yeoville in 1999. Faith’s fi rst 
memory of Yeoville is that of festivity and vibrancy, an entertainment hub, night life, 
and an abundance of warm and friendly people. This environment gave her instant 
comfort and is also one of the reasons she moved to Yeoville. By her standards, 
Yeoville had not became overcrowded as yet and it further offered a different at-
mosphere to that of the jam packed high-rise buildings of Hillbrow with sub-divided 
rooms which offered no space, an all-round “dirty” environment .
She recalls it being “easy” to adapt and start over in South Africa as she was initially 
greeted by family before deciding to set out on her own. Faith currently resides at 
Eltham Court, Yeoville, and a three Storey apartment building, in which she shares 
a one bedroom fl at sharing with a friend: She sleeps in the bedroom and her friend 
sleeps in the lounge, they also share the rent which amounts to R2500 a month. 
Socially Faith can be found in some of Yeoville’s upbeat club, Time Square, Picca-
dilly’s, and various other pubs and clubs along and around Yeoville’s vibrant Rockey 
and Raleigh streets. And when in need of some downtime Faith also visits the Park 
along Michelle Street, outside of Yeoville she enjoys the parks that can be found in 
Bez Valley which is not in the Yeoville/Belleuve area.
Faith earns a living as a waitress, swapping shifts between different restaurants on 
Rockey Street and in Santon, Johannesburg. She describes Yeoville as an unpleas-
ant place to live in, today. She does not refer to Yeoville as a place, but rather a 
people, in particular its South African citizens and their emotions and actions toward 
‘foreigners’. She strongly believes that the appalling attacks were largely due to 
preconceived perception of those that aren’t originally from South Africa.
Faith never plans to leave Yeoville stating that ideally she’d like to stay in Yeoville 
and watch it develop and became a place where people choose to live, not due 
to their fi nancial circumstance, but out of a true desire to live in Yeoville.







Atlantis Court

Atlantis Court is a typical Yeoville apartment building, built in the late 1960’s it was 
built under the art deco style which was common with many of the buildings in Yeo-
ville and the world around this time . The building exterior is treated with paint and 
plaster, the interiors of all the units were plastered and painted white. 
Originally built to house small ‘white’ middle class families (single child households/ a 
couple starting out), the building never offered a tremendous amount of space, but 
rather offered comfort and security. 
As a result of the decay of the Yeoville and Bellevue area this would change. When 
compared to various other apartment buildings in Yeoville. The level of decay and 
overcrowding Atlantis Court remains fairly low. 
When viewing Atlantis Court the exterior building remains unchanged from its original 
state. Changes to the building include the installation of burglar bars to the 1st fl oor 
windows, the installation of a security gate at ground fl oor level of the building and 
would later include all windows facing the passage which serve as the method of 
entry into each unit. Other notable changes to the building affect mainly the interior 
spaces of the building, which refers to the addition interior walls in order to allow for 
lockable lounges. Which in modern day Yeoville often become 2nd bedrooms.
The noted changes of Atlantis Court were the result of the various factors, security 
concerns would have been the result of the Yeoville/Bellevue area slowing becom-
ing one of the fi rst integrated suburbs with both black and white living in the same 
environment. Which lead to a large part of the white community becoming ‘tense’, 
mainly due to preconceived perceptions of the black population. Over time the 
largely white population of the Yeoville area and Eltham Court moved on to other 
areas and buildings. Atlantis Court is currently occupied by an all black population, 
with a mix of both South Africans and ‘foreigners’. Other changes such as the addi-
tion of interior walls, to create walled off lounges can be attributed to the decay and 
poor building management of the Yeoville area, which resulted in the overcrowding 
of many Yeoville apartment buildings.  



Stanley

Stanley migrated to johannesburg , in the early 80’s with his migrant mother. Time 
went on and while living in Berea as a young man Stanley looked upon yeoville 
with optimism and ambition. He often visited Yeoville with a white turtory mate and 
developed  positive connotations of this area like safety and a place that displayed 
colourless treatment of the people who lived in it. In 1994 :the year of independ-
ence; he decided to settle in the vibrant safe neighbourhood and enjoy the spoils 
of independence. What he found in this transitional period is that the neighbour-
hood also began to change but for the worst.  He saw people dessert their houses 
out of fear of a new political regime and saw his neighbourhood begin to deterio-
rate.  These desserts houses were inhabited by people in desperate situations and 
this decreased the demand for middle class people to move into the area. Stanley 
was beginning to see his neighbourhood lose its high standards: there was an ac-
celerated amount of illegal taverns in the neighbourhood. Stanley believed that 
these types of establishments were fuelling the escalating amount of illegal activities 
in the area and decreasing a respect for upholding the law in the area. The neigh-
bourhood he had enthusiastically moved into was now a neighbourhood that he 
didn’t feel safe walking in at night as well not being comfortable carrying valuable 
things in. He pointed out that the neighbourhood had deceitful establishments that 
fronted up as internet café but in their backyards the owners were running illegal 
taverns. The friendly vibrant suburb had lost its friendliness to business owners who 
did not allow photograph of their establishments out of fear of being caught by the 
law for doing illegal activities. In the present day he sees hope in the area’s rejuve-
nation and just wants the crime problem to be solved as the neighbourhood still has 
world class facilities and is well placed in the greater Johannesburg city plan.







Bauhaus

Bezuidenhout’s Bare Building (Bauhaus Yeoville)
The building is placed on prime property on the hill of the yeoville 
Bellevue area and has gorgeous views of the areas beneath it like 
Bertram’s and bezuidenhout valley but it is an unfi nished and deserted 
construction.
This building was started in the early 90’s and epitomises the de-
creased demand of building in yeoville in recent history. The position 
of the building and the perimeter of the building show that signifi cant 
plans were made for an attractive building to occupy the attractive 
space but instead there was some sort of back out in the supporters of 
the construction. 
Attractive positioning can make a building as this building was made 
by its popularity amongst the inhabitants of yeoville and Johannesburg 
from different classes. The building was plan seems to be a modern 
style as its walls would not need to bear a load and could have a free 
plan. The columns on the fl oor slabs’ perimeter free the façade and 
back up notion of modern planning in the building. 
In recent times the building has become an important social area. A 
Zionist church has established itself on the surrounding property and 
homeless people use the sheltering base beneath the building as a 
place to sleep. The hilltop attracts some due to their religious beliefs 
and practices. The building position and endless views of the eastrand 
has made it attractive to artists so far that it was featured in one of the 
South African fi lm industry’s most iconic movies: Jerusalema.
Those who are young at heart and like to get involved will have used it 
to see into the Ellis park sporting complex to look into the events hap-
pening there or just to stare at the lovely views of the well manicured 
open fi elds in the sporting complex. This is proof that if structure with-
stands time than the people around it will fi nd a use for it.



Joseph Setloboko

Yeoville, in 1986, was a predominantly white area that was ‘safe’, ‘secure’ and 
‘well-maintained’. Very often the only black people one would fi nd in Yeoville, at 
the time, were those who were domestic workers or ‘garden boys’. 
Born in Matatiela, Eastern Cape, Joseph Setloboko arrived at Yeoville in 1986, he 
was only 10 years old. Joseph’s mother was a domestic worker at No.28 Bermol 
Court Cnr Minors and Grafton Street. His fi rst memory of Yeoville is the park on 
Fortesque and Raleigh, where he played soccer with a few friends. As though he 
was a child again, Joseph blissfully describes how beautiful Yeoville was: the green 
parks, the youthful recreation centre, and the amazing swimming pool and water 
slides. As he grew up, Joseph watched Yeoville change from an elite suburb in the 
1980’s, a “dangerous place” in 1993, and an “improved” place as he sees it today. 
He remembers Yeoville being the ‘place to be’, a place where celebrities were 
often spotted in Time Square, (some even resided in the area) a place where the 
night life was the best of its time. As the years went by Yeoville gradually began to 
deteriorate and over populate, mainly with people who were not from South Africa, 
concurrently white people began to move out of Yeoville. Describing this shift in 
population as ‘uncomfortable’, Joseph felt a lack in unanimity with his new neigh-
bors.  Joseph left Yeoville to live in town (Bree Street) where he met with an Rnb 
band- Boys Next Door- and began to work and travel with them. They travelled to 
places like the North West province and Zimbabwe. The band was never really suc-
cessful due to the fact that Kwaito music was a more popular genre at the time. He 
then moved back to Yeoville, where he now stays with his wife and nine month old 
daughter in a backyard cottage at number 93 Regent Street. He has been involved 
with community work since 2000. Joseph says he would never leave Yeoville, “this is 
where my life started”, “I really love the area itself”.







Elfrida Mansions

Located on No.1 Hopkins Street, south of Yeoville, Elfrida Man-
sions is a well managed Apartment block. This commercial 
building has 3 large bedroom units also including a bathroom, 
separate toilet, and a spacious open plan lounge and kitchen. 
The interior space is tiled and plastered on all surfaces. This 
apartment is a brick and plaster structure, with a ground level 
garage, and residence from the fi rst fl oor
The building is situated at the edge of Hopins street payem-
ent. The Façade of the apartment is face brick, channeling 
beauliful horizontal rectangles: formed by the balconies and 
wide windows. This order is disrupted or added onto by vertical 
beams fl oating over the building, and only touching the sides of 
the balconiesThe top membrane ,from the fi rst fl oor, overhangs 
from the ground fl oor, giving the illusion of a weightless mem-
brane. The fl at roof  overhangs over the fi th and fi nal fl oor of this 
simple structure.





The Yeoville water Tank

Thomas Sherwell built the Water tank as a further enhancing of the young sub-
urb in Johannesburg. Built in 1906, the red, constructivist water tower stands with 
its spherical body on long, skinny legs and Its gothic spire pointing into the sky 
above Yeoville’s ridge. It was built to provide the explosively growing population 
of Johannesburg with clean drinking water, the kind of water that can only be 
found in Yeoville and thus would increase the value in area for Yeoville.. The wa-
ter tower has currently been inactive and this has been the case since the 90’s 
.Yeoville is a place of great potential to be a tourist attraction and is one of the 
outstanding historical and cultural places.
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History of Yeoville

The Johannesburg suburb of Yeoville, in the past, was one of the most popular places to 
live. It was rich in cultural life, restaurants, jazz bars, book stores and more for the residents 
of the area and city. Situated on a hill, it was originally marketed as an area for the rich to 
avoid the smoky air of Johannesburg mines. As the city grew, the area became a popular 
place for artists, musicians and activists. As such, it had a lively nightlife and cultural scene. 
When apartheid fell, it became one of the fi rst semi-integrated communities in the country…
Founded in 1890 (four years after the discovery of gold leading to the founding of Johan-
nesburg) by Thomas Yeo Sherwell, initially intended to attract the rich. However, this was a 
challenging target as the plots were too small and the wealthy did not want to live there. 
Instead it became a multiclass area, one to which many poorer people living below the 
ridge in Doornfontein aspired. It was also a place which attracted many of the waves of 
migrants from abroad that came to South Africa seeking a new and better life. To make the 
suburb accessible, Sherwell supervised the construction of a tram line running towards the 
inner city which was completed in 1910. He named the Streets after his family members (his 
sons Percy, Yeo and Minors and brother-in law William Rockey), friends and business partners 
(Hopkins, Becker, Page, Webb and Raleigh).
Yeoville Park, previously known as Yeoville Square, built in 1933, was one of the fi rst public 
green spaces. The fi rst formal building was Nazareth House, a catholic children’s home 
(at the time), built in 1894, the same year Sherwell built his own home at 27 Hendon Street. 
During the following two decades Nazareth Houses’ infrastructure was improved by the 
construction of schools (Yeoville Government School) and a cinema. Nazareth House now 
houses an old age home and a HIV centre.
In the 1970s, Yeoville had a predominantly Jewish character, with a number of synagogues 
and businesses on the main business street. In the late 1970s, the establishment of a club 
on Raleigh Street (in Yeoville) and Rockey Street (in Bellevue-neighboring suburb) lead to 
Yeoville becoming one of the most prominent night spots of its time, turning what was once 
a quiet community street into an internationally known cultural centre. On the down side, 
drug dealers and a criminal element also moved into the area, taking advantage of the 
opportunities arising out of the almost 24 hour buzz of activity in the street.
In the 1980s were a time of political turmoil in South Africa and Yeoville became an escape 
from the prevailing Apartheid laws. A place where black and white people met to eat, drink 
and listen to music in defi ance. Some black people even lived there in fl ats rented to them 
by white people.
The 1990s saw the fall of the Apartheid government. In the early 1990s, Rockey Raleigh 
Street remained a hot spot for radicals, activists, artists and musicians. Journalists from 
around the world lived and worked there during the transition, and places like the Harbour 
Cafe, Coffee Society, Tandoor, Time Square and many others attracted large numbers of 
visitors. During this time Yeoville also saw a dramatic demographic shift, with the population 
changing from 85% white in 1990 to 90% black in 1998.
Now Yeoville is a community of migrants from all over the African continent, mostly seeking 
to improve their lives and the lives of those they left behind. The City of Johannesburg, along 
with the community and other individuals committed themselves to the redevelopment of 
Rockey Raleigh Street, upgrading the park and moving the library to a better facility.
…In this book, we look into the lives of six individuals who currently reside in Yeoville. We seek 
to tell their stories and their experiences of Yeoville over the years or months that they have 
been there, how they came to Yeoville and why. These are their stories…


