WALKING I UR

a polifical path | I I’rhrough historical
™

In the last decade of the twentieth century, =T

the role of the remarkable individual in ax -

South African history took on new =g

meaning. These figures and their ==

accomplishments need fo be -

explored, remembered and ’-:%

celebrated. Explore the social g

and political history of the g

neighbourhood through
narratives of the people,
history and forces that
have shaped this
community.
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This walking tour invites the interested individual o
discover linkages in South Africa's fascinating
political history with key spaces and sites in Yeoville.
The focus of the tour is on the histories of the various
political leaders within the suburb during the
turbulent apartheid years. This journey is created by
following these people, their stories and the
connections in Yeoville's urban fabric. It refers to
the actual meeting places of key political leaders
and activists, their homes or hiding spaces,
underground spaces of resistance as well as
publically politicized spaces, such as prominent
sites of propaganda and protest.
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION :

Starts: Recreation Centre, Raleigh St St (Btwn Kenmere Rd &
Fortesque Rd)

When: Best days are Saturday and Sunday

Length: 90 minutes

Ronnie Kasrils

Ronnie Kasrils was one of the founding members of
Umkhonto we Sizwe, the armed wing of the ANC.
Kasrils served on the ANC's Politico-Military Council
and worked underground for the ANC in South Africa
during Operation Vula. In the post-apartheid

government he served as a minister until 2009.

He was described by Algalam as a “Feisty ‘boyijie’
from the hard streets, a communist who even in his
political dotage doesn’'t hold back his punches.”
(Algalam, 2008).

Ruth First

Ruth First was a South African socialist, anti-apartheid
activist, and scholar. She fled South Africa in 1963 after
serving 117 days in solitary confinement in South
African jails. She worked from exile in England until 1977
when she returned to hands-on political work in
Mozambigue. On August 17, 1982, she was killed by a

Joe Slovo

Born in Lithuania in 1926, Slovo came to South Africa at
an early age with his parents. He became a political
lawyer, joined the South African communist party and
later the African Natfional Congress, and was at one
time leader of its military wing.

Barney Simon

Barney Simon co-founded Johannesburg’'s Market
Theatre in 1976. The Market Theatre was South Africa's
first multiracial cultural center and a birthplace of the
country’'s indigenous and protest theatre movement.

Albie Sachs

Albie Sachs was an anti-apartheid campaigner who
spent months in solitary confinement and lost an arm
and his sight in one eye when his car was blown up by
security agents. He is a prolific author and sat for 15
years as a judge in South Affrica's Constitutional Court.

THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE POLITICS

13. ANC Activists' safe house : na

block of flats on the corner of Rockey St and Cavendish Rd, is a
former ANC safe house. The ANC's Operation Vula, which aimed
to infiltrate ANC leadership back into South Africa in the late
1980s, rented the flat. Facilities such as these were often used for
underground communication activities and to store smuggled
firearms and explosives. This particular safe house was probably
very useful as a political activists who were in hiding.'.

12 Piccadilly Place, Cnr Cavendish & Rockey
Streets
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is a programme
launched by the Wits University School of
Architecture and Planning in the suburbs
of Yeoville Bellevue, which aims to give
' students the opportunity to conduct
SRR BE®] r=5carch and fieldwork in the area and

fo produce useful and relevant research in partnership
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Ruth First

Barney Simon
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14. Public protest : Yeovme_

Bellevue was the site of many public protests o
during the apartheid years. Even in the EEiEs

streets to make their voices heard. One such
event was the November 1995 march protesting
government inaction in the face of urban decline
and arise in drug dealing in the area. The march
was sparked off by the murder of a popular
restaurant owner, Jamaican Ridley Wright, who
was stabbed to death by a local drug dealer.
There were clso marches in support of the ‘Take
back the night’ campaign which called for
streets free of crime — the test of whether the area
was safe was whether women felt free to walk
alone at night.

16 Rockey St

15. Yeoville Bellevue
Community
Development Trust

This is a community development agency
working for a holistic urban renewal programme
for Yeoville Bellevue. This is where the community
newspaper Yeovue News is produced, featuring
reports on local political and other isues.
Crganisation such as the Yeoville Community
Police Forum and the Refugee Help Desk share

office space with the Trust.

18 Rockey Alley, 24 Rockey St

16. House of Tandoor : e

tour ends outside the chilhood home of Joe
Slovo, now a vibey Rastafarian tavern. Slovo

writes in his autobiography, “When we arrived in
South Africa we moved into the suburb of
Doornfontein, which was the lowest rung of the

residential ladder. Those upon whom fortune

smiled trekked northward via Hilbrow fo Yeoville,
Bellevue and parts of Observatory... By the time
my family had made the first journey north
toward Bellevue.. we lived in a semi-detached
house at 2éa Rocky Street immediately opposite
our newly acquired fruit shop.”

A great place to rest your legs before your feet

start tapping again to the rythmic reggae beats!




1. Yeoville Recreation
Cenfire

The four starts at the Yeoville Recreation
Cenftre, always alive with activity, 7 days a
week. At any one time, you might find
people playing table tennis, practising
karate, learning languages, dancing or
rehearsing a play, getting married, or
having heated meetings about politics or
community  issues. Attached to the
Recreation Centre is a Skills Cenifre with
rooms for training in computer skills, cooking
and sewing. One of the local Ward
Councillors also has his office in the
Recreation Centre. Opening hours: 8am -
9om.

Cnr Raleigh & Kenmere, Yeoville

2.Sankie Mthembi: wax

down Kenmere Rd and between Muller St and
Regent St, you'll pass where this South African
freedom fighter once lived.
Mthembi-Mahanyele is part of the generation
of ANC women who broke through the glass
ceiling in the late 1970s to take up leadership
positions in the ANC in exile. Encouraged by
radicals such as then ANC president Oliver
- Tambo and sfruggle legends Chris Hani and
Joe Slovo, Mthembi-Mahanyele says it was
not just a case of challenging others'
expectations of what women could do but of
women challenging their own notions of what
they were capable of and coming to the fore.
When she returned from exile in the 1990s,
Sankie first lived in Yeoville Bellevue.

Cnr Regent & Kenmere Street

3. Esther and Hymie

BOI’SG| Around the cornerin Regent St
is the previous home of the Barsel family. Both
were members of the Communist Party and
Friends of the Soviet Union in the struggle for a
democratic South Africa. Hymie was one of
those charged in the 1956 Treason Trial. In July
1964, both Esther and Hymie were picked up
by the security police in connection with the
Bram Fischer Trial. They had to leave behind
their three children, one of whom was only
five months old. Esther was sentenced to four
years in jail and Hymie placed under house
arrest. Both were subsequently ‘banned’.
Hymie died in 1987, but Esther lived on to see
the end of apartheid and the bith of a
democratic South Africa.

43 Regent Street

4. Yeoville Boys and
Yeovile  Community
SChOOl On the south west corner of

Muller St and Bedford Rd, is Yeoville Boys
School, the place where many prominent
South Africans once schooled, including
Ronnie Kasris and Joe Slovo, as well as
cricketer Ali Bacher. On the north east corner
is Yeovile Community School. Once a
Catholic convent, it became a school for
returned South African exiles in the early 1990s.
Now, like Yeovile Boys, the school teaches
learners from countries throughout Africa.

Cnr Bedford Rd & Muller Street

5. ROI’mIe KOSH'S . In Raymond

Street, between Muller and Frances, is Albyn
Court, the former home of Ronnie Kasrils, born
into a lower middle class family in Yeoville
Bellevue.

20 Raymond Street - Albyn Court
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6. BCII’ﬂey SImOﬂ . This house sits
on the edge of a park. Now a tavern, it is the
previous home of Barney Simon, founder of the
Market Theatre, home of protest theatre.”l got to
know Barney Simon in Yeoville, Johannesburg in
1980s... | was in my twenties. Yeoville, interestingly
enough, was one of the few places in South
Africa that you could live in and feel sane.
Outside of those places, if you were white, you
were generally in support of the regime. Or
hadn't thought to question it. Yeoville, bless it,
was full of artists, activists, students, musicians,
actors and other misfits loosely unified by their
hatred of the great white lie. It was a place of
interior exile, a delightful hilly little Switzerland
and we burrowed in as happily as Lenin in Zurich.
Whyle (2005) "Barney’s Glimpse of God”

Muller Street
7. Alble SOChS . Sachs studied law

in Cape Town. After a spell in detention, he went
info exile. On his return in the 1990s, he moved
into this house in Bellevue, moving out only in
2001. See bio on back page for more.

60 Isipingo Street

8. Joe S|OVO Slovo has long links with

Yeoville Bellevue. As a child, he lived for a while
with his family in Rockey St. Later, as an activist,
he would have underground meetings in the
area with Ruth First and other comrades. On his
return to South Africa in the 1990s, he stayed at
this house with his second wife, Helena Dolny,
before moving east to Observatory.

27 Isipingo Street
9. Wolfie Kodesh : a e

distance on, Isipingo St becomes Webb St and at
number 52 is the former flat of journalist Wolfie
Kodesh. In Nelson Mandela's autobiography;
Long Walk to Freedom, he remembers Kodesh
particularly from the two months they spent
together, sharing Kodesh's one-room bachelor
flat. It was 1961 and Mandela was on the run and
in hiding. “I fear that | took over his life, infringing
on both his work and pleasure, but he was such
an amiable, modest fellow that he never
complained.”

52 Webb Street
]O ANC OfflceS . Soon affer the

unbanning of parties, the first ANC office in
Yeoville was opened.

Cnr Fortesque & Hunter Street

11. Maurice Smithers :

Smithers and a friend rented a house on Hunter
St (now the site of the Yeoville Market). One day
the police conducted a pass raid in the areaq,
looking for black people without permission to
be in the city. In the house against the law, was a
black South African woman, an Indian South
African and a Malawian man. In the course of
the raid, the police found political books
belonging to Smithers and his friend, some of
which were banned, leading them to believe
they had found an underground political cell. All
were arrested but released the next day, and
the Malawian was deported. Smithers is now
head of the YBCDT (see number 16).

82 Hunter Street
]2 GI’C]ffITI WCI“ . On this corner of

the Yeoville sports ground, there is a wall that has
for decades been used for political and cultural
graffiti. As part of the fight against xenophobia, a
2010  mural invoked Nelson Mandela's
inauguration quote: “Never, never and never
again shall it be that this beautiful land will again
experience the oppression of one by another.” It
is also thought the Wolfie Kodesh (see No 10)
made his mark here. Ronnie Kasrils writes in his
autobiography: “"We learnt later that our driver
was Wolfie Kodesh, a veteran of the liberation
movement who had painted a Community Party
slogan on a wall when | was a boy."

Cnr Hunter & Cavendish Street



