1925
Professor Raymond Dart became Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and remained Dean until 1943, the longest term of service in that capacity in the history of Medical School. 
Early in his tenure, he established a baboon colony – one of the world’s first primate colonies for research largely funded through a grant from the Royal Society, London.
He announced the discovery of the Taung skull, the first of Africa’s early hominids, and named the species Australopithecus Africanus. He published an article in Nature (February). This and later discoveries established his international scientific reputation and brought enormous prestige to the University. 
1926
Esther Franks graduated. She was the first female ophthalmologist in South Africa. 
1927
The first two students who received their full dental training in South Africa graduated: Leopold Shlom and Isaac Reuben Shein. 
1930  Dr James Henderson Sutherland (James) Gear was appointed to the SAIMR and became one of its most illustrious researchers, gaining international recognition in the fields of infectious diseases, especially poliomyelitis, coxsackie and a number of other viral and tropical diseases. In 1944 the SAIMR established the Poliomyelitis Research Unit under Gear who played a pivotal role in developing a vaccine capable of wiping out this much feared disease. His vaccine was developed at the same time as the Sabin vaccine was being developed in France.

1932
The first edition of Synopsis of Surgical Anatomy by A Lee McGregor in the Wits Department of Surgery was published. It became the most popular textbook ever to emerge from Wits Medical School and served as a standard text for medical students around the world for many years.
1937
The Rand Blood Transfusion Service was established and is developed by a Wits graduate, Dr Maurice Shapiro, who became its first Director, a post he held until his retirement in 1989. (Dr Shapiro subsequently remained on the staff until he died in 2000.)
Dr Jack Penn graduated: he became known world-wide for his innovative techniques in plastic surgery, notably the Brenthurst Splint, which was standard for many years for jaw fractures. In 1956 Penn was the moving force behind the establishment of the Association of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, and he was elected as its first president. He helped to initiate plastic and reconstructive surgery in other countries, including Israel (during the 1948 war), Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia), Kenya, Gabon (then French Equatorial Africa, at the invitation of Albert Schweitzer at Lambarene), Japan (assisting Hiroshima and Nagasaki victims) and Taiwan.

1940  Wits graduates Sidney and Emily Kark were recruited by the South African Health Department to establish the Pholela Health Centre in rural Natal where they implemented a range of innovative activities, laying the foundation for Community Orientated Primary Care. They changed the thinking about, and delivery of, primary health care. Their approach was adopted in several countries from the 1950s, including the USA, Israel, sub-Saharan Africa and South-East Asia. Their teachings and writings helped to inform the deliberations at the famous World Health Organization Primary Health Care Conference at Alma Ata in 1978. Their experiences informed and inspired academic and non-governmental organisations in the policy-making process in the run-up to the first democratic elections in 1994. 

1945  Dr Henry Gluckman, a Wits graduate, was elected chair of the National Health Services Commission in 1942. In 1945, the National Health Services Commission, also known as the Gluckman Commission, released a radical and visionary report. Amongst other things, it criticised services for being disease-oriented, centred on hospital care, urban and essentially tailored to meet the needs of the white elite. Private practice was criticised as profit-driven and unaffordable for most. It proposed a national health service for South Africa which would have a strong preventive emphasis. 

1945
Wits graduate William Harding le Riche was appointed by the Union Health Department to its health centre service in Pholela, Natal. He subsequently established the first non-segregated health centre in Knysna and did pioneering health centre work. He settled in Canada in 1952 and became a world famous epidemiologist. He joined the University of Toronto in 1959, later becoming Professor and Head of Department of Epidemiology and Biometrics, and a Professor in the Department of Preventive Medicine and Biostatistics. Wits established the W Harding Le Riche Medal in Epidemiology, awarded to a postgraduate student in the School of Public Health, for excellence in an epidemiology research project. 

Medical BSc Class of 1945: 
Bernard Tabatznik was Former Chief, Cardiology Division, Sinai Hospital of Baltimore; Former Chief, Cardiology Department, North Charles General Hospital, Baltimore; Emeritus Assistant Professor of Medicine, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. As Chief of Cardiology at Sinai Hospital in Baltimore from 1961 to 1972, he put together the team that developed the Implantable Cardiac Defibrillator (ICD). This device, which took almost 12 years of development before it was first put into a human patient at Johns Hopkins Hospital in 1980, has been named one of the top 10 advances in Cardiology in the 20th century. 
Priscilla Kincaid-Smith is known as “the mother of nephrology”.  Dame Professor Pricilla Kincaid-Smith eventually became Director of Nephrology at The Royal Melbourne Hospital where she set up the renal transplant programme (1967 – 1991). In 1967 she was appointed a full-time associate in medicine at the Royal Melbourne Hospital. In the 1970s she focused on the prevention of renal failure and in 1975 was appointed Professor of Medicine at the University of Melbourne and Physician in Nephrology, Royal Women’s Hospital until her retirement in 1991. Around the early 1960s she demonstrated overwhelming evidence of the link between headache powders and kidney damage and campaigned strongly against their use. She also made substantial contributions to research on the link between the kidneys and high blood pressure. 

She was appointed Commander of The Order of the British Empire (Civil) on 14 June 1975, for services to medicine. In 1989 she was appointed a Companion of the Order of Australia (AC).  

She was the first woman to become President of the Royal Australasian College of Physicians (1986 – 1988) and was the winner of the Australian Achiever Award in 1997 for a lifetime’s work in renal health. She is a Fellow of the Academy of Medicine of Mexico and the Royal Post-Graduate Medical School, London University, as well as an Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland, the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow and the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh. She is also a Foreign Associate of the Royal Society of South Africa.

Maureen Dale: After graduating at Wits she joined the Pharmacology Department at University College in London.  World famous for her and a colleague, Dr Humphrey Rang’s, textbook “Applied Pharmacology”, written by the erstwhile head of her department, HO Schild, which was then in its 12th edition. They completely rewrote it and it was published as the first edition of Rang and Dale’s “Pharmacology”. Now in its 7th edition, it has sold over half-a-million copies. Translated into many languages, it is considered by students, mainly in Europe, as the leading textbook in Pharmacology, a distinction held by Goodman and Gilman in the United States. 

Dennis Glauber: For many years in the 1960s and 1970s he was a nationally known figure resulting from his highly successful appearances on several quiz shows on SABC radio. He had a distinguished career in anaesthesiology in South Africa and later in the US. He introduced a method for the valuation of anaesthetic services based on criteria of anaesthetic significance rather than simply the duration of a procedure. This relative value schedule was introduced for other disciplines as well. He served on the Council of the South African Society of Anaesthesiologists for 19 continuous years, during which time he was the profession’s spokesman at many of the Remuneration Commissions convened by the powers responsible for tariffs. He also served as President of SASA and as the convener and official South African representative at the 1972 congress of the World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists in Kyoto. On emigrating to the US in 1980, he was appointed Chief of the Operating Rooms at University Hospital at the University of Washington in Seattle, a position he held for seven years before re-entering private practice in that city. 

Sam Hynd became director of the mission hospital in Swaziland established by his father.  He also became the Swaziland Minister of Health. 

Julien Hoffman is one of the leading paediatric cardiologists as well as cardiac physiologists in the world today. He has recently published a magnificent book on “The Natural and Unnatural History of Congenital Heart Disease”.  He is a world renowned expert in the epidemiology of congenital cardiovascular malformations, and has been involved with the physiology of the coronary circulation.  
Sydney Brenner is the first Wits medical graduate to have been awarded the Nobel Prize for medicine and physiology in 2002. Former head of the British Medical Research Council and head of Molecular Biological research at Cambridge where he was closely associated with Francis Crick. A Fellow of the Royal Society. Twice a recipient of the Lasker prize. After retirement he moved to Berkeley, California, and has since moved to the Salk Institute in San Diego.

Phillip Tobias. A world figure. He had more than 1 200 publications; produced several scholarly tomes; his curriculum vitae would fill a book. 

.

Morris Karnovsky reached the pinnacle of success as Professor of Pathologic Anatomy at Harvard, succeeding the legendary Benjamin Castleman. 
Mervyn Susser and Zena Stein enjoyed remarkable careers in Epidemiology at Columbia University. 

1947
OS Heyns, Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology and Senior Obstetrician and Gynaecologist at the Johannesburg General Hospital, developed the ‘birth-suit’ for abdominal decompression during child birth which aroused world interest in the early 1960s.

1947
Basil Isaac Hirschowitz: after moving to the USA, he invented the first flexible fibre-optic endoscope which revolutionised the diagnosis and treatment of digestive disorders. He was based then at the University of Michigan. His career included leadership in clinical trials that pioneered new pharmaceutical treatments in gastroenterology. Groll-Hirschowitz Syndrome, a rare genetic condition characterised by gastrointestinal abnormalities, deafness and neuropathy, is the first description of the syndrome. Arguably one of the leading inventions in medicine in the 20th century, Hirschowitz’s endoscope became the standard for visualising and treating virtually every cavity in the body, paving the way for, amongst others, cancer detection. The endoscope prototype now resides in the Smithsonian Institution.

1948
Louis Kreel was one of the people behind the development of computed tomography. Working as a physicist in the research division at EMI (Electrical and Musical Industries, Ltd.) in Hayes, Middlesex, was Godfrey Hounsfield (later Sir Godfrey), who was interested in using radiation more efficiently for imaging. Only about 20% of the radiation from a radiation tube went into producing an X-ray image. Godfrey sought a way of capturing a much greater portion of the X-rays. Thus, the image intensifier at tiny Hampstead Hospital began the professional friendship between Godfrey and Kreel, and started the story of computed tomography. 

1949 Strong Thabo Makenete became the first Lesotho Permanent Secretary for Health in 1966 after independence in that year.

1949 Ronald F Dorfman became Professor of Pathology, Co-director of Surgical Pathology, and Director of Hematopathology at Stanford University School of Medicine, Stanford, California. He has a disease named after him: the Sinus Histiocytosis with Massive Lymphadenopathy benign disorder (SHML) was named the ‘Rosai-Dorfman disease’.
1950 Colin Caro After a glittering career from 1966 to 1989, he directed the Physiological Flow Studies Unit, a pioneering bioengineering unit which he founded at Imperial College, London. From 1989 to his statutory retirement in 1991, Caro served as the first Director of the Centre for Biological and Medical Systems at Imperial College, later to become the Imperial College Department of Bioengineering.
He has made a global impact in the field of Biomedical Engineering. His scientific work has been primarily in the fields of respiratory and cardiovascular dynamics. 
In the 1960s, together with colleagues, he demonstrated, using cadaver and flow studies, that areas in arteries which experienced lower wall shear stress are more likely to develop atherosclerosis than regions experiencing higher wall shear.  This finding was, at the time, counter to the century-long prevailing view that blood flow-induced mechanical damage to arteries caused atherosclerosis.  The low wall shear theory has stood the test of time, and has played a major role in shaping the course of research in vascular biology and atherosclerosis.  The initial publications in Nature (1969) and Proc. Roy. Soc. Lond. B. (1971) have together been cited over a thousand times, with numerous additional citations of the resulting publications on wall shear and vascular biology and pathology.

He later drew attention to the three-dimensionality of arterial geometry and flow, further advancing understanding of vascular fluid mechanics and mass transport in biology and disease.       

1950 Professor Phillip Vallentine Tobias had a long and illustrious career of over 60 years at Wits where he inspired generations of medical and science students. He was internationally renowned for his scholarship and dedication to a better understanding of the origin, behaviour and survival of humanity; for his many major scholarly contributions to palaeoanthropology, anatomy, human biology, cultural anthropology, the evolution of the brain, cytogenetics and the history and philosophy of science.

He was renowned for his sustained campaign against racism and for upholding and fighting for human rights and freedoms, including his role in the ‘Biko case’.  

His name was also synonymous with the initiation of the research and excavation of the Sterkfontein caves where over a third of all known early hominid fossils have been found. The site is now a World Heritage Site. 
In 1959 he was asked by Louis and Mary Leakey to study and describe their fossil cranium of a hyper-robust australopithecine (‘Dear Boy’) found in Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania. This became a major part of his life’s work and brought international acclaim to the University. 

1951
Joseph Gillman became Head of the Department of Physiology and published, with his brother Theodore Gillman (Department of Anatomy), an important research publication on perspectives in human malnutrition which also reported on the iron deposition in the livers of adult malnourished patients. He became a world expert in nutrition in children. He later established the Medical Research Unit in Accra, Ghana.  

1951
Thomas Hamilton Bothwell pioneered the use of radioactivity as a tool to unravel the mysteries of iron metabolism and was among the first in the world to describe radioiron kinetics in haemochromatosis and in normal iron metabolism while he was still a medical registrar. 

Bothwell’s early research on iron overload, both haemochromatosis and dietary siderosis in Africans, brought him to the attention of another great iron pioneer – Clem Finch, in Seattle. Their meeting in 1954, led to a life-long friendship and research collaboration. Undoubtedly their seminal contribution to iron metabolism was the demonstration that iron absorption is related inversely to the size of iron stores and directly to the rate of erythropoiesis. This was reported in an article published in 1958 (22), again in J Lab Clin Med, which went on to be a Citation Classic. 

Bothwell and Finch were the first to produce a truly comprehensive iron text book – Iron Metabolism – first in 1962 with a revised edition called Iron Metabolism in Man, with Cook and Charlton, in 1979. Although now out of print, Iron Metabolism in Man remains essential reading for anyone wanting to make his mark in iron metabolism, particularly molecular biologists.

1951 Dr Alfred George Oettlé (MBBCh 1943) was appointed Cancer Research Fellow at the SAIMR and later Head of the Cancer Research Unit of the National Cancer Association of South Africa. His unit became world renowned for its research in cancer epidemiology. 

1954
Dr Nthatho Harrison Motlana was a struggle activist, academic, businessman and the Mandela family physician. 

He was secretary of the ANC Youth League in the forties and, in the fifties, was arrested, twice stood trial with Mandela and was convicted and banned for five years. He remained active in civic politics, serving as vice-chair of the Black Parents Association (for which he was detained) and as leader of the Soweto Committee of Ten. The Committee, formed to run Soweto's affairs after the collapse of the Soweto Urban Bantu Council, was banned by the apartheid government. 

Motlana remained active in resistance politics in the eighties, campaigning against the Black Local Authority Elections. He pursued various business interests, including forming the first black-owned chemicals company, Africhem, establishing a uniform manufacturing company, Phaphama Africa and founded the first privately owned, black hospital in the country, Kwacha - later Lesedi Clinic. Sizwe Medical Aid Scheme was formed concurrently, the first scheme to be owned and operated by blacks. He also formed New Africa Marketing to employ detained youth. Motlana's flagship company, Corporate Africa (later New Africa Investments Limited Nail) was established in 1993 with luminaries such as the current Wits Chancellor Justice Dikgang Moseneke, Sam Montsuenyane, Franklin Sonn and others.  

1951 John Brereton Barlow: A giant of cardiology widely regarded as the most complete and accomplished cardiologist of his generation, not only in South Africa but in the world at large.  His greatest legacy is the discovery of the most common valve disorder in the world, the billowing mitral valve leaflet syndrome – the Barlow Syndrome. It was his efforts to clarify the features of non-ejection clicks and late systolic murmurs that started the whole “mitral valve prolapse” saga. He was appointed head of the Johannesburg Hospital Cardiac Clinic in 1961 and entered the international cardiology arena in 1963 with his seminal paper in the October issue of the American Heart Journal (AHJ): “The Significance of Late Systolic Murmurs”. This is the second most cited manuscript ever to have been published in the AHJ; and in 1983 was identified as a Citation Classic by the Institute for Scientific Information. 

1958
Professor Daniel Jacob (Sonny) du Plessis was appointed to the Chair of Surgery. He is a seminal figure and introduces dynamic changes which revolutionise surgery in the department and turn the department into a first rate entity, respected nationally and internationally for its teaching, research and clinical excellence. His personal research will include pioneering work on the aetiology of peptic ulceration which brings him international recognition. He mentors a generation of excellent surgeons including JA (Bert) Myburgh, CJ (Carel) Mieny, André Giraud and HH (Buddy) Lawson. 
1960
Professor Hendrik Koornhof became Head of the Department of Medical Microbiology at Wits/SAIMR and was subsequently recognised as a giant in the field of infectious diseases and the study of bacterial pathogens during his long career. His encyclopaedic knowledge of infectious diseases became widely known and highly respected. He became Head of the Department of Pathology (Microbiological), School of Pathology (1971) (later renamed Department of Medical Microbiology) and Director of the MRC’s Emergent Pathogen Research Unit (1981-1992). 
1960  Abraham M Rudolph has made significant contributions to paediatric cardiology, taking the knowledge gained from his experimental work in foetal and neonatal physiology and applying it to clinical practice. He was a pioneer in developing techniques for neonatal cardiac catheterisation. In 1960 he became Director of Paediatric Cardiology at Albert Einstein College of Medicine. In 1966 he was appointed Director of Paediatric Cardiology and Senior Staff Member of the Cardiovascular Research Institute at the University of California, San Francisco.  He pioneered techniques for chronic instrumentation of foetal lambs and for studying the course and distribution of the circulation in utero. These studies have helped to define the influence of congenital heart lesions prenatally and the effects of birth on the normal and abnormal circulation.  .

1961  Michael Charles Kew is a world expert in the cause or causes of the cancer of the liver that occur  commonly and with a poor outlook in Black Africans living in sub-Saharan Africa, with a view to its prevention. Liver cancer is the fifth most common cancer affecting humans and it is the third most common cause of death from cancer. It is either the most common cancer or among the 3 most common cancers in the most populous regions of the world (Africa and Asia). A vaccine against the hepatitis B virus became available in the late 1970s and trials showing that vaccination of newborns or babies prevented them from becoming infected. Immunisation against hepatitis B virus has been included in the Expanded Programme of Immunisation in South Africa since 1995.

1961  Michael Jeffrey Maisels is one of the world’s leading experts on neonatal hyperbilirubinemia, having begun research into the subject during his fellowship in Boston in 1967.

1961 Errol C Friedberg: Laboratory of Molecular Pathology, Department of Pathology, the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas, is one of the remarkable scientists in the field of molecular biology and molecular medicine. He started specialist training at the Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland Ohio and ended up as an assistant professor of pathology at Stanford. His introduction to nucleic acid biochemistry prompted an intense interest in understanding the molecular mechanisms by which our genomes survive the ravages of DNA damage, an interest that he still pursues. 

Dr Arthur Harold Rubenstein was appointed as the Research Bursar on the staff of the Cardio-Pulmonary Research Unit. Leaving South Africa in 1967, he became part of a team that demonstrated how a genetic mutation leads to an abnormal form of insulin and, in turn, diabetes. He carved an illustrious career in the USA as an internationally renowned endocrinologist at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Pieter Jacques Pienaar (Nol) van Blerk was appointed a full-time urologist. He became involved in the renal transplant programme, established the Stone Clinic and generated substantial funding for urological research. His immense contribution to the Faculty of Medicine was widely acknowledged and he became the Professor of Urology from 1974, a position he occupied with distinction until his retirement in 1988.

1963
 Cyril H Wyndham, Director of the Human Sciences Laboratory of the Chamber of Mines, was appointed Head of the Department of Physiology. He acquired an international reputation for his work on human adaptability to extremes of heat and cold. 

1967
Mr Louis Solomon was appointed to the Chair of Orthopaedic Surgery and Chief Orthopaedic Surgeon at the Johannesburg General Hospital. He made seminal contributions in the fields of bone growth, rheumatoid arthritis and cartilage and connective tissue disorders. 

Dr George Cohen, a Wits graduate and radiologist, conceived and established Harry’s Angels. It was formed in conjunction with Swaziland’s Permanent Secretary of Health, Dr Charles Runciman. It became the world’s largest international flying medical specialist service that performed over 5 500 operations by the end of 1977, and examined and treated more than 
40 000 non-operative cases. The group was sponsored by the Anglo American Chairman’s Fund. The nickname (after Harry Oppenheimer) soon supplants the group’s official title: the South African Flying Medical Specialists Service. 
Dr Maureen Salmon (MBBCh 1949) was appointed Superintendant of the Boksburg-Benoni Hospital. She was the first woman in South Africa to be appointed to the rank of Principal Superintendant.
1969
The South African Medical Research Council was established. Three members from Wits were on the first Council: Professors James Gear, Jan Dreyer (from Dental School) and Tom Bothwell. Professor AJ Brink, an alumnus, was the first President.

1970
Dr Ali Bacher (MBBCh 1967) was chosen as South African cricket captain. (Another former Wits student, Eddie Barlow, was the vice-captain.)
1971
Jack Metz was appointed Professor of Haematological Pathology. He achieved an international reputation for his work on haematology and made important contributions to medical literature in the fields of nutritional anaemias and in the medical uses of isotopes.

A Research Unit, led by Josse Kaye, Professor of Radiology at Wits and Chief Radiologist at the Johannesburg General Hospital, pioneered the technique of mammography in the diagnosis of breast cancer in South Africa. He was largely responsible for the introduction of cobalt therapy in South Africa. He was known as the ‘father of mammography in South Africa’.

1973
Leo Schamroth was appointed Professor of Medicine and Chief Physician at Baragwanath Hospital and the University. He was a cardiologist and is remembered for his work in electrocardiography and for describing Schamroth’s window test. His book, An Introduction to Electrocardiography, published in 1957 and running to seven editions in several languages, is apparently the most frequently stolen book from medical libraries in the world! 

HC (Harry) Seftel became Professor of African Diseases and Chief Physician at the Non-European Hospital where he set up the Wits Carbohydrate and Lipid Metabolism Research Group concentrating on the study of disorders of carbohydrate and lipid metabolism such as obesity, diabetes, hyperlipidaemia and coronary heart disease. 

1975
Dr Duncan Mitchell was tasked with setting up the first large neuro-physiology laboratory in South Africa. The research was concerned with pain, fever and neurochemical and neurophysiological aspects of temperature regulation. In 1976 he was appointed to a second Chair of Physiology. He achieved world recognition for his research and publications in the field of temperature regulation.
1977
Dr Teresa Nxumalo was the first African woman to qualify in dentistry in South Africa. She married Dr Kenneth Mathobela, the first African dentist to graduate (BDS 1975) in South Africa.
1978
Barry Schoub, a seminal virologist, was appointed as the first Professor and Head of the Department of Virology and in 1982 became the Director of the National Institute for Virology. In January 2002 he was appointed the Executive Director of the new National Institute for Communicable Diseases. 

1979
Professor Margaretha Isaäcson established the Department of Tropical Diseases in the School of Pathology, Wits/SAIMR. She was also Head of the Department of Epidemiology at the SAIMR. She gained international recognition for her work on cholera and plague in southern Africa, and the African viral haemorrhagic fevers. Her investigations of haemorrhagic fever outbreaks established her international reputation. 

The Marburg virus outbreak in Johannesburg in 1975 led to an extensive epidemiological investigation. In 1976 she was a member of the international commission assembled to investigate the outbreak, in the Zairean village of Yambuku, of one of the world’s most frightening viruses, Ebola. A Belgian mission hospital and the village were ravaged by the infection, with a mortality rate of more than 80%.  Despite the danger of the exposure to the as-yet-unknown agent, she immediately became involved in the control efforts.   

Professor Cedric Bremner was appointed to the first Chair of Surgery at Coronation Hospital. He was recognised as a world authority on Barrett’s oesophagus and oesophageal cancer (for work done at the Mayo Clinic in the USA).
Late 1970s  Various activist health worker organisations were formed opposing apartheid policies. These included the Transvaal Medical Society which later became the Health Workers’ Association with Wits doctors Dr Dumisani Mzamane as its first President and Dr Yosuf Veriava its Vice-President. 
Early 1980s
Professor JA Myburgh performed the first orthotopic liver transplant in South Africa in the 1980s. 

1980
Pneumococcal National Surveillance was started by Professor Hendrik Koornhof. He became Head of the Department of Medical Microbiology at Wits/SAIMR and Director of the South African Medical Research Council’s Emerging Pathogens Research Unit.
Two groups of doctors challenged in court the decision of the South African Medical and Dental Council not to launch a formal investigation into the conduct of the doctors who were negligent in their duties prior to the death in detention of Mr Steve Biko. They were Frances Ames from the University of Cape Town, Phillip Tobias and Trefor Jenkins; Yosuf Veriava, Tim Wilson and Dumisani Mzamane comprised the other group. The latter were all joint Wits/TPA appointments.
1983
Senior Surgeon Phyllis Knocker, a Wits graduate and the first woman surgeon in South Africa, became the first woman President of the Colleges of Medicine of South Africa (1983-1986). 
1985
The Mineral Metabolism Research Unit was established at Baragwanath Hospital under the directorship of Professor John Pettifor, an expert in paediatric bone disease, as a jointly funded initiative between Wits and the MRC. Originally known as the Paediatric Mineral Metabolism Research Unit, it changed its name in 1988 to reflect the scope of the Unit's activities more appropriately, and to acknowledge that many of the factors which influence bone metabolism in adult life start during childhood and adolescence. 

1988
A dramatic series of surgical procedures carried out by Professor R Lipschitz and his team in separating the Mathibela twins gained world-wide publicity for Baragwanath Hospital and Wits.

1989
January: During mass voluntary total fasting which began at the Johannesburg Prison, Professors WJ (John) Kalk and Yosuf Veriava refuseded to allow patients to return to prison after recovery in the belief that indefinite remand in custody without trial was torture. This became nationally and internationally known as ‘Kalk’s refusal’. 
1993
Mark Plaatjes, BSc (Physiotherapy) 1987, won the IAAF World Championship Marathon in Stuttgart, Germany.

1997
Professor Ron Clarke unearthed the first known Australopithecus skeleton known as ‘Little Foot’.
2001
January: The Human Genomic Diversity and Disease Research Unit was established, headed by Himladevi Soodyall. It gained world-wide recognition.

2002
Medical School alumnus Dr Sydney Brenner shared the Nobel Prize in Medicine or Physiology with H Robert Horvitz and John E Sulston.

2003
The first kidney/pancreas transplant operation is performed by Professor Bert Myburgh: a first in South Africa. A kidney/pancreas transplant programme is established. 
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Professor Lewis Spitz trained as a general surgeon in Wits’ teaching hospitals, where his mentor was the late Professor Sonny du Plessis, later to become Vice-Chancellor of this University. Nuffield Professor of Paediatric Surgery in the Institute of Child Health, University of London, and Honorary Consultant Paediatric Surgeon, Great Ormond Street. In the 25 years he spent at the helm he enhanced both the clinical and the research reputation of paediatric surgery at Great Ormond Street, which increasingly became a worldwide centre of excellence for the surgical treatment of children. Spitz's reputation as a clinician and teacher attracted staff and students from all over the world, many of whom became leading paediatric surgeons in their native countries. He is world renowned for leading the surgical team at Great Ormond Street in its separation and treatment of conjoined twins and for his work on esophageal atresia, esophageal replacement and nesidioblastosis. 
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