HONORARY GRADUATE
Sydney Cohen

Professor Sydney Cohen CEE MD PhD FRC (Path) FRS is 7 graduate of oyr university and
a4 former member of the staff of the Departments of Anatomy and Physiclogy at our
Medical Scheol. He has made cutstanding contributions to biomedies] science in the
ared of the metabaljisp of plasma Proteins and immunity to malaria, particularly re-
lating to the developrent of malaria vaceines.

Sydney Cohen was born in Johannesburg in 1921, ge received his ezrly education at
King Edward vII School. In 1939 he entered the University of the Witwatersyand
Medical School, graduating MB BCh in 1944,  He subsequently obtained the MD degree

at that training ground for S0 many eminent mediesl specialists, ineluding many South
Africans, the Royal Postgraduate Medical School and Hammersmith Hospital, In 1948
he returned home to a lectureship in pur Department of Anatomy, and after three yearg
transferred to the Department of Physiology as Lecturer and later Senior Lecturer.
At this time the young Sydney Cohen was clearly a rising star in an impressive galaxy,
which incliyded Raymond Darf and Phillip Tohias ip Anatomy, and Joe Gillman, Sydney
Brenner, Bennie Kaminer, Payl Levy and Andries van Zyl in Physioclogy.

In 1954 he left South Africa olice more to join the National Institute for Medical
Research, Mill Hill, where in a very productive Slx-year period he carried out basic
studies on the rmetabolism of plasma proteins in rz2bbits, baboons and humans, He
pioneered protein-labelling techniques, and became particularly interested in gamma

After a three-year peried from 1957 to 1960 as Director of the Metabolic Unit at the
Whittington Hospital, Sydney Cohen moved to St Mary's Hospital Medical School, where
he was elected Reader in Immunclagy. In 1965 he was appointed to the Chair of
Chemical Pathology at Guy's Hospital Medical School, where he continued te enhance
an already illustrious Yesearch reputation right up to hig retirement thig ¥ear.

Sydney Cohen's scientific discoveries Were made at gzn exciting time, because modern
immunology was at last emerging, and the facts now learned routinely from texthooks
were being painstakingly established in the laboratory, .1q cellaboration with the
late Professor R R Porter (who subsequently received the Nobe] Prize) he made fun-

4 tremendous achievement. Sydney Cohen was always conscious of the medical appli-
cations of discoveries in Science, having already shewn, for instance, that immunc=
globulin was synthesized within the central nervans System in patients wich multiple
sclerosis, Later he became interested in gamma globulin and immunity to malaria,
and during a study in West Africa he demonstrated that resistance to malaria could
be transferred to children by injecting human imnunoglobulin, In other words, ma-
laria immunity could be due te antibodies, an idea which was not generally accepted
in 1961,
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